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After such a famine of normal activities, it’s great to be getting back
together, and even indulging in a feast or two. The front cover, with hints
of Gillray’s famous political plum pudding cartoon, implies that feasting
creates obesity and starvation, and we certainly have a problem with the
fair distribution of good food. But there’s a vital (essential to life)
element to sharing and enjoying food together, even if it’s only a little.
Feasts aren’t about volume of food, but the company with whom you
share it. It’s part of what makes us human, eating well after working hard
together, and marking special events and dates. The best of these are but
a taste of Heaven.
Alston Plotters plan to share the growing of food as well as eating it;
there’s a look around the world at feast and the facts of famine, and
George muses on the need to feed on God’s word. David ponders
diversions, and Richard researches floods. There are memories of
Remembrance, and an odd angle on a number in the news. There are a
few thank yous, and a challenge to look back with faith and positivity.
Let’s make Christmas a feast for one another.
BNW
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Happy New Year
On Advent Sunday we entered a new year in the life of the Church. Looking
back over the past year, it has been a joyful one for us: restrictions have been
fully lifted on public worship and in particular, so important to us as Christians
since the days of the early Church, we have been allowed to sing God’s praises
together and receive His Sacraments once again! Perhaps it has been rather
harder to see similarly encouraging signs in the wider world. Not a day goes by
without our mass media bombarding us with news of ‘wars and rumours of
wars’, natural disasters, humanitarian crises, the unstable situation in Europe,
the spiralling cost of living, threats of shortages, Covid 19 cases on the
increase…
Bad news, of course, is what sells newspapers and keeps TV viewing figures
high. In the face of what can so easily play on our fears about the future, it is all
the more important for us in the coming New Year to focus on the joy of our
Good News. As we prepare once again to welcome the Babe of Bethlehem
among us this Christmas, let us rejoice that the innocent baby in the manger is
also the God Who says to us: Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be
discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will uphold
you with My victorious right hand.
May the peace of the Christ-Child be with you and yours this Christmas and
throughout 2022.
Richard Pattison.

Positive News Links
https://www.positive.news
including the wonderful ‘What Went Right This Week.’
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org
https://www.optimistdaily.com
And you can even get a printed
newspaper by subscription here
https://thehappynewspaper.com

Sometimes I see cold; sometimes I see beauty.
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The Alston Plotters
Having to battle the elements
on Alston Moor for successful
gardening is not easy.
Nonetheless, there are
experts in our midst who
produce fabulous produce.
Some of us look on and think
that we could never achieve
such, but would really like to
know more to avoid 'food
miles' and gain freshness,
taste and satisfaction in growing our own vegetables. Lack of confidence
in gardening knowledge, skills or physical ability can be a barrier to
making that first leap, or the fortitude to keep going, but there is now
help at hand – 'The Alston Plotters'. There is to be one simple aim of the
group – growing vegetables and enjoying the feast!
In conversation with Andrew Cullens he told me that 'The idea is to get
local growers together to make the most of what we already have. There
are some very fine vegetable growers here on Alston Moor but it seems
that there are also a number of people who would like to grow veg' but
do not have the skills, the tools or the garden. If we can get together
with others who perhaps have a garden they can’t fully use we can grow
and share the veg.' When asked if it would be a garden sharing scheme
the answer was 'yes and no'. He told me of a number of projects that
pair unused gardens with would be gardeners and that’s good as far as it
goes, but he sees the 'Alston Plotters' as more of a way of helping people
to grow veg' together. Feasibility studies have been done in the past but
the 'Plotters' are envisaged as a grass root group that will be 'hands on'.
As it is always easier to keep an eye on things if you are on the spot, a
basic level of commitment from the garden holder is key. Even if they
can’t do the heavy digging themselves they would be able to be involved
in other ways such as assisting with planting seeds, some weeding, being
able to put a can of water on the seedlings if they look like they need it.
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It is all about co-operation and taking
responsibility. Anyone is very welcome
to join the Plotters that have an interest
in growing veg', who can get to their
plot regularly and are willing to get
their hands dirty. A mix of seasoned
growers, complete novices, those with
gardens and those without. The more
diversity in the group the better the
likely outcome.
First there is a need to determine the
feasibility of such a group by finding
who may wish to be involved, where
they are and what they can offer /
need. Other possibilities may be lending
tools, seed swaps, skills exchange as well as people getting together to
help with a specific project. Half a dozen people digging over a plot for
example or building some raised beds together makes the job easier and
more fun. It’s very much about helping people to help themselves rather
than simply doing things for them. The Plotters would be there to help to
get it all organised, with the ideal that people will form themselves into
small growing groups, sharing expertise, ability and fabulous vegetables.

Alstonplotters@gmail.com

So far 20 people have expressed an
interest, maybe more by the time you are
reading this. Success or failure will be due
to all those participating. If enough
people are enthusiastic, then next year
should see success that at the moment is
but a dream – would you like to be
involved in lighting the touch paper of
success? If so please go to:The Facebook page 'Alston Plotters' or
contact them by e-mail at:JH
5

Around the World 1 - -Feast
Can you link up the traditional Christmas feast with the right country?
Return your completed page to the Vicarage by 20th Dec for a prize!
Australia

Saffron buns
Borscht

Japan

“Feast of the Seven Fishes,” also called La Vigilia

Chile

Curried Goat

Czech

Cola de mono, “tail of the monkey” – it’s a drink!

India

BBQ prawns and Pavlova

Italy

Bacalhau, or salt cod

Jamaica

Fried carp and potato salad.

Poland

Ghapama - roast pumpkin with rice, raisins, nuts and honey

Portugal

Joulupöytä - Christmas Table

Germany

KFC – yes, really, fried chicken!

Greenland
Bulgaria

Kolivo, boiled wheat with sugar and
walnuts

Sweden
Stollen and pfefferkuchenhaus
Finland
Selyodka Pod Shuboy - “herring under a fur coat”,
Armenia
kidiyo (deep fried dough balls coated in icing sugar)
Russia
Mattak – narwhal or white whale blubber
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Around the World 2 - Famine
‘We can achieve healthy and sustainable diets to
end malnutrition and preserve our planet.’
So says the newly published Global nutrition
report 2021, an exhaustive survey of 190 countries.
But it won’t be easy.
‘Poor diets and resulting malnutrition in all its forms
are unacceptably high across the world, creating one of the world’s
greatest current societal challenges. The high human, environmental and
economic costs of continuing our current trajectory are so significant that
we will pay a far higher price if we fail to act.’









Worldwide, 149.2 million children under 5 years of age are
stunted, 45.4 million are wasted and 38.9 million are overweight.
Over 40% of all men and women (2.2 billion people) are now
overweight or obese
Deaths attributable to poor diets have grown by 15% since 2010 –
and poor diet is responsible for 26% of Non Communicable
Disease adult deaths each year, rising to 31% in Europe and USA.
Compared to 2010, the environmental impacts of food demand
increased by as much as 14%,
Children who were well-nourished during their
early years were likely to earn 20 percent more
than their malnourished peers. The World Bank has
estimated that for every $1 invested in nutrition, a
country would see a return of $4 to $35.
An estimated additional 155 million people are
being pushed into extreme poverty globally, as a result of the
pandemic, and people who are obese or have other diet-related
chronic diseases are more vulnerable to Covid-19.

Their research shows half the countries are tackling childhood obesity,
and making progress towards their goals, towards improving childhood
wasting, stunting and breastfeeding, but not as fast as before covid.
NONE are with adult obesity, NONE with salt intake, only 19 with adult
female diabetes, and 8 with adult male diabetes.
Read all about it here https://globalnutritionreport.org
BNW
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Soul Food
Amos 8:11-12
King James Version
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a
famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the Lord:
And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even
to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord,
and shall not find it.
The other day I found an old jug in the cupboard. On
it were the words ‘Alston Wesleyan Sunday School
1887.’ Certainly numbers have dropped since then!
My Sunday School had over 100 of us at our
Christmas party. Now the country has a famine of
Sunday School leaders, Ministers and Evangelists.
We are so blessed to have our ecumenical team
here, lay and ordained from all denominations. We
are also glad to have our community events picking
up again, like coffee mornings, Messy Church gatherings, and the
traditional remembrance and Christmas events to celebrate. Perhaps
people will find God’s word in our actions: In all the shortages –
healthcare especially – the Christian Community needs to SHOW Christ’s
love to all around who are suffering.
George Mullard

All Wrapped Up
Thank you to the dozens of Moor folk who have knitted or crocheted
hats, scarves, socks and gloves to provide lovingly-made Christmas
presents for people who find themselves homeless and adrift from the
support of families. They will be delivered to Bar’s friend Shenaz who
runs a charity called ‘Preston’s Promise.’ They have links with the Street
Kitchen and ‘Here for Humanity’ which is led by Chris who was homeless,
and is now doing foodbank work and distributing clothes to families
struggling financially in the area.
I hope to be able to bring you an update next month.
BNW
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WOTY

As Richard said at the beginning, negative news sells, and can leave a
lingering bad impression. These words in the wordle above point to the
negative impression of the last two years. So why not buck the trend
next year? We are asking for your top three words from this year 2021.
Send to any of the editors and we’ll put them all together in a wordle and
publish it at the beginning of the year. Your words could be from the best
news or events you’ve experienced this year, the most fun moments, and
if you’ve time, perhaps you can tell us the reason they chose that word.
We’ve had some great ones already! The dictionary choices for 2021 are
"vax" [oxford Dictionary] and "perseverance" [the Cambridge Dictionary]
The Australian "WOTY" is "strollout" alluding to the slow rollout of the
vaccine and their delayed climate action!
Let’s put a positive spin on 2021!
MH

If you risk over-feasting at Christmas, here’s some Diet
advice for Christmas from Miss Piggy: ‘Never eat more
than you can lift. ‘
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Fair Shares
‘One of life's mysteries is how a 2lb
box of chocolates can add 5 lb to a
woman's weight.’
The solution is, of course, to share
them. Sharing and fairness aren’t
only good for your waistline, but for
the chocolate farmers too. Buy fairtrade chocolate and save the world.
Well, part of it anyway 
Lots of fair-trade goodies available
in town (e.g. the Wholefood shop,
and the Co-op). treat yourself – and
someone else at the same time.

In ‘unfair’
chocolate, the
percentage
that goes to
the people
who produce it
has shrunk.
The world is
less fair and
more polarised
than ever. We
used to think
of the ‘haves’
and the ‘have nots,’ but these days it would be more accurate to say the
‘have nots’ and the ‘have yachts.’
Don’t feel guilty or powerless; choose to benefit others less well-off as
you enjoy one of life’s little treats.
BNW
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Your Faith in Faith in the Moor
Thank you to everyone who subscribes in this magazine. It’s a lot of work,
but you make it worthwhile. Faith in the Moor subscriptions are due in
January. If people book the
year’s issues this way, we
know how many to print
without wasting paper,
energy etc. It costs the same
as buying it ad hoc, but you
don’t have to remember to
pick it up; it will be delivered
to your door. £6 per annum.
On behalf of all the editing
team, Thank you.

Local Links
Hi Everyone
Just a little note from the girls in Local Links to let you know we are now
on our winter hours.
We are open
Monday
10-4.00
close between 1-2
Tuesday
10-2.30
Wednesday 10-2.30
Thursday
10-2.30
Friday
10-4.00
close between 1-2
Saturday
10-2.30
We look forward to seeing you in Local Links where we are able to offer
all our usual services from Blue Bin bag queries , Library services and
Local What’s On to name but a few.
Sadly we won’t be selling charity Christmas cards this year but hopefully
fingers crossed for next year.
Take Care
Elizabeth, Jane, Lynne and Antonia.
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Meanderings

LAST ISSUE ASKED WHAT I CHERISH ON ALSTON MOOR…..
it’s the variety of panoramic, surprise views on which I can
feast my eyes as I walk – sorry, limp – often on unfamiliar
pathways; and what would I do without a cherished walking
stick which I inherited in my younger
days from a dear friend Cedric. All this
brings to mind a book – The Road Less
Traveled – which has some wonderful
insights on which to feast one’s mind.
The diversions around Alston in recent
months, the roads less traveled by some
of us, have been eye-opening occasions, with some
wonderful views, for example, of Cross Fell under
contrasting weather conditions.
Thoughts of a feast when I return home spur me on – and yes, feast is
the appropriate word as I sit down to a meal
that I have often cooked myself; even a simple
meal is a feast compared to the almost
nonexistent nourishment – or none at all – for
millions the world over who are enduring
famine alongside all the other injustices.
Anagrammatically speaking I’ll try to remember that as I enjoy SPICE IN
‘EM* and other Christmas Fare. IS A CHARM* – Do you have that? (Clue)
13

Don’t forget to POST
EARLY FOR
CHARISMA(S) - if you
want one! And taking
Nick to the train by a
road less traveled,
since we had to avoid
Alston Front Street, ‘I
DRIVE, SON’ I said,
there’s a ………
David Pepin
*© Michael Curl
So many walks round our AONB; do you recognise this fingerpost?

God’s Guests
Creator God,
we often invite you to come to us and welcome you into our midst.
Yet you are the creator. You are the host.
You welcome us to your
celebration of life,
and not only us, but everyone.
When we come to your feast,
remind us that all are welcome.
May we treat each guest with
respect and kindness,
accepting that they have the
same right to be there as we do,
through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Alison Judd,
World President, World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women.
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ALSTON PHARMACY
For all your medical
and toiletry needs
Front Street, Alston
Tel: 01434 381259
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JH Henderson & Sons LTD
The Garage, Alston
Any make of car serviced,
MOTs, Exhausts, Tyres,
Batteries, Calor Gas, Accessories
Cement, Sand & Gravel, Compost

Tel: 01434 381204 & 381265
WRIGHT Bros (COACHES) Ltd
Central Garage, Nenthead
Coach services to Newcastle, Penrith,
Keswick, Carlisle & Hexham
33 to 57 seater & executive coaches
available for hire

Tel: 01434 381200
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Church Contact Details
METHODIST
Interim Superintendent Minister: Rev David Milner
(day free of duties: Friday) 1 Lamley Gardens, Penrith. CA11 9LR
01768 863209 dave@revmilner.plus.com
Circuit Pastor (part time): Rev Keith Speck (day free of duties: Saturday)
The Manse, Kirkoswald, Penrith, CA10 1EW
01768 898257
keithspck1@gmail.com
Church Stewards:
Mr John de la Mare
01434 382338
www.eastofedenmc.org.uk
facebook.com/alstonmoormethodistchurch

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Parish Priest: Fr John Winstanley (usual day off: Monday)
St Catherine's Rectory, Drovers Lane, Penrith CA11 9EL
01768 862273
penrithrc@btinternet.com
Local Contact: Anne & Paul Parkin
01434 381704
www.stcatherinepenrith.org.uk

QUAKERS
Carol Graham
Antony Christie
Kate Webb

01388 517145
01434 381633
01434 381562

hillhouseeast@yahoo.co.uk
antonychristie@aol.com
kate.webb@yahoo.co.uk

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
Vicar: the Revd Mark Nash-Williams (usual day off: Monday)
The Parsonage, Brampton Road, Alston, Cumbria CA9 3AA
01434 382558
vicar@alstonmoorcofe.org.uk
Churchwardens:
Alston
Andy Morsman 382251
Neil Willmott
381509
Garrigill
Vacant - Contact Alston wardens above
Kirkhaugh
Richard Graham 381367
Knaresdale Irene Boyles
381388
Carol Grieves
382472
Nenthead
David Robinson 381102
Madeleine Harris 382144
Lambley
George Forster 07894
472256
www.alstonmoorcofe.org.uk

facebook.com/alstonmoorchurches
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Methodist Services
Our Sunday morning services are at 11 a.m. in St Wulstan's
5 December - Pauline de la Mare
5 pm at The Hive, Nenthead, Pennine Praise
12 December - Rev Keith Speck
19 December - Rev Keith Speck
25 December - Christmas Day 10 am
26 December - No Service
On the 2nd January 2022 there will be the Annual Covenant Service with
Holy Communion at 11 am. There will be no Pennine Praise in January.

Quaker Meeting for Worship
Quaker Meeting for Worship continues to take place every FOURTH SUNDAY
of the month at 10.30am, with Covid precaution.
We would warmly welcome anyone who would like to join us for an hour of
silent, reflective worship at these times.

Roman Catholic Mass
Wonderful that we now have an almost full house
every Saturday evening at 6.00pm to celebrate Mass together.
We are still using sanitizer and masks, but can sing again!
St Wulstan's Catholic Masses for Christmas 2021 and New Year 2022:




Friday 24 December 2021, Christmas Eve, Carols 3.30pm followed
by Vigil Mass of Christmas at 4pm.
Saturday 25 December 2021, Christmas Day, please note NO 6pm
Vigil Mass today.
Saturday 1 January 2022 New Year's Day, there will be a 6pm Vigil
Mass today.
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Church of England services & events
Worship and Prayer in December
Sunday, 5th December (1st Sunday in the month):
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Paraclete, Kirkhaugh
11.00am Prayer & Praise
St Augustine, Alston (also livestream)
Sunday, 12th December (2nd Sunday in the month):
9.30am Morning Prayer
St John, Nenthead
11.00am Sung Communion
St Augustine, Alston (also livestream)
Sunday, 19th December (3rd Sunday in the month):
9.30am Holy Communion
St John, Nenthead
11.00am Prayer & Praise
Livestream (also St Augustine, Alston)
th
Sunday, 26 December:
11.00am Sung Communion
St Augustine, Alston (also livestream)

* * * See page 23 for details of Christmas services * * *

Sunday services online
 Join us at 11am weekly on Zoom using the app – or, with an ordinary
phone, dial 0203 051 2874. The Meeting ID code is 357 123 751.
 Or find our services on YouTube– go to alstonmoor.tiny.us/youtube
 Download the orders of service from alstonmoorcofe.org.uk/worship and
the notice sheet from alstonmoorcofe.org.uk/whatson
Weekday services:
In Alston and on Zoom: Morning Prayer, Wednesday-Saturday, 9am;
Evening Prayer Wednesday, Thursday & Saturday, 5pm;
In Nenthead only: Evening Prayer, Friday 3pm.
On Zoom only: Night Prayer, Friday 9pm.
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Prayer requests and virtual candles
If you would like someone to pray for or with you, phone Mark,
email pray@alstonmoorcofe.org.uk or text 07474 830229.
Light a candle at churchofengland.org/our-faith/light-candle

Supporting your parish churches financially
Keeping your parish churches open and active – for the
benefit of the whole community – costs money! We get
no external funding – we have to raise every penny ourselves.
To make a one-off donation with a debit or credit card, Apple Pay or
Google Pay, choose your church at alstonmoorcofe.org.uk/donate.
To make a bank transfer or a regular donation, contact your church
treasurer (Mark or a Churchwarden can tell you who that is)
Do you shop online? Help us for free!
If so, please join easyfundraising.org.uk and select your favourite
church as your cause (Lambley, Knarsdale, Kirkhaugh, Alston, Nenthead
or Garrigill). We’ll receive a small donation for
every purchase you make via Easy Fundraising

It has been another strange and stressful
year; we need a better Christmas, and a
fresh start. We wish all our readers the
Peace and Presence of the one born into
THIS world with us, who defeats all
darkness and brings good out of the most
unpromising beginnings.

See page 23 for details of
Christmas services
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Monday

Closed

Tuesday

9am – 5pm

Wednesday

9am – 5pm

Thursday

9am – 8pm

Men 5 – 7pm;
no appointments needed
Friday

9am – 5pm

Saturday

9am – 12.30pm

Warm, friendly professional
service (and Craic)
‘Colour Me Tuesdays’ – 10% off

Mad Hatters Hardware
HARDWARE

KEY CUTTING GIFTS

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING ACCESSORIES
D-I-Y TOOLS
GARDENING
SMALL HOUSEHOLD ELECTRICALS

FOR HIRE
The RUG DOCTOR Carpet Cleaning
Now available from £22.99 per day rental
Here to stay Mad Hatters Hardware
come and browse
Helpful staff, if we don’t have it
we will try to get it no item too small
Delivery service available within Alston Moor area
Free delivery on orders over £15
2 Front Street, Alston Tel:01434 382991
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M FEARN & SON (BLACKSMITHS)
Traditional Forgework
Restoration a Speciality
Stove Repair - Fire Grates
Welding - Fabrication - Engineering
Tool Sharpening and Repairs
Tel / Fax: 01434 382194
Mark@fearn2620.freeserve.co.uk
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News from Kirkhaugh
Our Remembrance Service took place on Sunday 14th November, a
lovely sunny afternoon and although the congregation was small we
raised £40.00 for Royal British Legion funds.
On Christmas Eve we
will be holding our
usual Candlelit Carol
Service at 8pm
followed by seasonal
refreshments - come
along and raise the
rafters - everyone
welcome.
Looking forward to
the New Year 2022,
Holy Communion will
be celebrated on January 2nd at 9.30am but please note there will be no
Evensong services until April taking us into Spring.
Lastly we’d like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and
all the best for 2022.

Pat Henderson

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT - 8pm XMAS EVE - KIRKHAUGH CHURCH

In Gratitude …
On this beautiful crisp sunny morning in Nenthead as we walked to St. John’s
Church, I felt such a calming peace and after walking up the hill, I turned around
and looked over the village and thought what a beautiful sight is that. The
autumn colours with leaves falling everywhere gave me a great feeling of
thankfulness for how lucky we are to have all this around us when so many
millions did not.
As we entered the church, we were greeted by David Robinson who has
dedicated so much time and care to try and keep the church looking nice.
Taking the service along with David was Richard Glover and Madeleine Harris
who gave a reading and decorated the church beautifully.
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Words just cannot express our gratitude to all those who have served their
country in war. We should all be eternally grateful to those who left their loved
ones behind and lived in dirty trenches for months with no luxuries, no toilets,
clean clothes, no running water for a wash or electric lights when darkness
came, all the simple things we take for granted.
I think of the 11th hour of the 11th day of
the 11th month and imagine the elation of
those servicemen and servicewomen
coming home to their families knowing that
the war was over.
So many would have lost limbs, some might
be able to talk about the war whilst others
may not. So many emotions that they
would have to deal with, the strange
feelings of coming back home and bonding with your families again after being
away for so many years at war when you relied on all your comrades around
you for what you were missing back home.
As 11am approached at our Remembrance Service David read out with pride all
the names from the Roll of Honour of our local Nenthead heroes who gave their
lives in the two world wars. This was followed by a 2 minutes silence. The
service closed with God Save the Queen whose devotion to our country is
immeasurable, even if you are not a royalist, I believe we should all have
respect for her dedication to our country for so many years.
On leaving the church we should all feel
very grateful and thankful for not only our
local heroes, but each and everyone who
laid down their lives then and now to give
us a better life. They must never be
forgotten. Their courage and devotion to
their duty should never be taken for
granted – we owe them so much respect
for bringing this little world of Nenthead
back into our lives. Respect is needed in our
world today.
ML
Thank you ‘M’ for your deeply
appreciative words, and the children of
Nenthead School for their ‘stained glass’
poppies, their wreath and the wreath brought by Alastair Robertson from
the Alston Parish Council
MH
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… Honour and Respect
As I write our troops have once more
been sent to try and bring order to a
chaotic situation, on the border between
Belarus and Poland: we pray for them.
Where people have been monetised by
traffickers and weaponised by corrupt
regimes, our forces help to pick up the pieces as best they can.
At remembrance this year the sun shone on our various events. I
managed to grab a few photos of the Alston congregation.
Thank You to Nic Bazley for the LIVE Last Post and Reveille

And still they come…
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Many wreaths laid with respect – the salutes
were a moment of powerful connection,
and one of the
many
well-behaved dogs
sporting poppies
for the occasion.

Back – and Gone Again?
It was a real pleasure to be back with
everyone in the Masonic Hall for coffee
morning, with the usual raffle and stalls.
Loneliness is one of the problems that
stalks the Moor, and this monthly gettogether can be a great help, and a way
of keeping in touch. A big thank you to
the team of absolute stalwarts who have
kept it going for so long, and in particular to Gill Rogers. But as they step
down, it’s time for new hands to pick it up for the new year. We already
have two offers of help, so if we can get a good team together, no-one
will be under pressure to do every month. Do get in touch with Mark if
you can spare a Saturday morning now and then.
BNW
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News from St Jude’s
The Remembrance Service was traditional and very moving with a local
ex Royal Engineers soldier, Jon Moore reading out the names of the
fallen and Veronica Perrin playing the Last Post on the trumpet. The
wreaths were laid and Andy and Lizzie led an emotional service with
Richard playing the hymns. The church was dressed with silhouettes of
soldiers. There were Poppies on the Altar and windowsills and our Font
draped with the poppies knitted by our local ladies. It was well attended,
on a bright sunny day.
Weather is now definitely into Autumn and by the weekend probably
early Winter snow.
I hope it is still reasonable for our last Coffee Stop of the year on
Saturday. We are preparing for a grand affair, with Christmas in mind.
There will be Christmas craft and home produce tables. Raffle,
homemade cakes, Christmas cakes, bread, savouries and scones etc. It
may be all over by the time you read this so I hope everything went well
and fun and chat was had by all.
The Carols by candlelight this year
will be held on Friday 10th
December at 6.30pm, with
seasonable refreshments including
Mulled wine. A good sing is
guaranteed to put you in the real
‘what Christmas is about’ mood.
There will be readings and a
special performance too! All are most welcome to join us for this
celebration.
Then on Christmas Eve at 8.00pm a Communion service with Carols to
lead us into Christmas Day.
As the year draws to a close, may I on behalf of all at Saint Jude’s wish
you and your families a Very Happy Christmas, and a Healthy New Year.
Look after each other and stay well,
God Bless
Irene Boyles
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Better Late Than Never
As some of you may know, your Vicar
Mark is also a Queen’s Scout. You may
not know that our Reader Richard Glover
was a Pioneer Scout too, but never
received his badge. Not until our staff
feast at Stalida last month, nearly six

decades late! Thanks to Kelvin
Holford, who supplied the right
badge which Mark presented
after our meal, much to Richard’s
surprise!

Day of the Dead
Our last All Age Zoom service happened to fall on Halloween, All Saints
and All Souls, with the theme ‘Love Always Wins.’ We even looked at the
Mexican traditions celebrating the faith that death doesn’t get the last
word. It was much appreciated as ‘a lovely, gentle service.’ So much so,
that Margot fell asleep while Madeleine worked on the activities!
Our child-friendly services
have grown over the last
few years. If you are
interested in helping
shape them, please talk
to me or Madeleine or
Daryl.
BNW
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Once in a Lifetime?
The 16th and 17th
November was the 250th
anniversary of the “Great
Flood in the rivers Tyne,
Tees, Wear, Eden, etc.”
This flood of 1771 swept
away or breached all the
bridges on the River Tyne,
except that at Corbridge.
Houses and businesses were destroyed, riverside mills collapsed and
ships were torn from their moorings in Newcastle and Gateshead. The
new bridge at Hexham had only been built a year or so when it was
severely damaged. On the River Tees at Barnard Castle, the Elizabethan
Bridge survived, but only because the river forced its way down the
street on the Yorkshire side. There is a line marked on the stones beside
the bridge showing the flood level. Appleby and Carlisle were flooded,
more severely than in the recent events. A committee of ‘the great and
good’ was set up immediately afterwards and a charity and subscriptions
invited to help those people and communities affected.
A similar, though less severe, flood occurred in December 1815;
nevertheless it destroyed part of the bridge at Haydon Bridge and the
entire structure at Eals.
Morpeth,
1968

Thomas Sopwith, writing in 1833 records that on the 24th June 1829
there was a “dreadful storm of thunder and rain which continued the
whole of the afternoon and evening. The sides of the neighbouring
mountains, not withstanding their rapid declivity, were literally covered
with sheets of water which rolled down with resistless violence, in places
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tearing up the surface, and in a great measure destroying the bridges
over Gilderdale, Lort, and Thornhope Burns. The latter was entirely taken
away, and the former had only the wall on one side left standing.”
Newcastle Journal 21 Nov 1833: The new bridge over the South Tyne at
Alston fell, the western abutment having been entirely carried away by a
flood. It had a single arch, one of the largest in the country and was
nearing completion.
We see that severe flooding is nothing new, but it is a salutary lesson of
what can happen to people’s lives and livelihoods.
Richard Graham
Langwathby, 2015
Hardwick Circus, 2016

A copy of the report on the 1771 disaster can be found by searching
online for “An account of the great floods in 1771 google”, which takes
you to https://books.google.com.
Reading the reference works Richard used, it is clear that somewhere in
the North of England floods have plagued communities at least once in a
lifetime. The greater frequency of floods brought on by the climate crisis
may already have changed our idea of ‘once in a lifetime’ floods, to once
a decade. As lives were lost in Germany this year, we pray it won’t
become once a year.
BNW
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1.5 Degrees
Humans are good at fixing problems, which is a
good thing, as they are good at causing them
too! In 1173 Pisa architects began the bell
tower in the ‘Square of Miracles.’ Five years
later it was already beginning to tilt. Pisa means
‘marshy land.’ So you’d think they might have
guessed.
Throughout its construction (which due to wars
took 200 years) they tried various techniques to
stop it collapsing, including more stone,
silencing the bells, adding cement grout and
reinforcement. Some ideas made it worse!
In 1565 Gallileo was baptised in the church the bell tower belongs to.
Maybe its unique problems inspired his scientific mind. It certainly
inspired a lot of tourism.
But in 1990 the tower was closed to the public, as drastic action was
needed, the tilt having reached a precarious 5.5 degrees.
Engineers carefully extracted 1,342 cubic feet 70 tonnes - of soil from underneath the raised
end, and dug complex drains to prevent the
exacerbation of the problem in winter.
The work reduced the tilt to just under 4
degrees, and in May 2008, engineers
announced that the tower had been stabilized
such that it had stopped moving for the first
time in its history. They stated that it would be
stable for at least 200 years.
Can we
drag the
planet
back from the catastrophe of
climate collapse? Humans are good
at fixing things, when we really care
about them. We have the information, ingenuity and a range of tools.
All we need is the will.
BNW
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JH Henderson & Sons LTD
The Garage, Alston
Any make of car serviced,
MOTs, Exhausts, Tyres,
Batteries, Calor Gas, Accessories
Cement, Sand & Gravel, Compost

Tel: 01434 381204 & 381265

Faith in the Moor is printed by Penrith Posters:
We copy, print, design and deliver, cheaper than online!
4 Market Square, Penrith, CA11 7AU
https://www.penrithposters.co.uk/
01768 899063
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About ‘Faith in the Moor’
This Magazine is a ‘Churches Together’ publication. It aims to share
information useful to regular and occasional churchgoers, to the wider
community, and to tourists and visitors. It reflects the life of the faith
community in our corner of the North Pennines. Here people encourage,
celebrate and debate their faith.
The different Christian churches who create this magazine get along very
well, and work together in a spirit of openness and mutual regard. Faith in
the Moor welcomes input in harmony with this open Christian Faith. Also
from those whose spirituality is not focussed on a particular religion, and
those whose faith is in the Moor itself; its people, its uniqueness, its future.
We support whatever enriches our community here.

December Theme:
The Call
Deadline: please
send copy by
Wed 15th Dec

If you would like to advertise please contact the eds. Send either the ad you
want included, or the wording you want us to format for you, with your contact
details, and what size you want the ad. Small images are possible too.
Please include your payment for our treasurer, either cash or cheques made
payable to ‘The Parish of Alston Moor Parochial Church Council’
Or by bacs – for bank details please contact the eds.

If you would like a large print copy please contact us above.
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Iconic Images of Life on the Moor
If you have a favourite photo of life on our
patch, do please send it to the eds – see over
for address – and we’ll use where it fits. Big
or small, landmark or fleeting moment,
animal, vegetable or mineral – it’s up to you.

Thank you to Richard Glover this month, for grabbing a camera
at just the right moment. Keep it for when you need a rainbow
and there’s not one in view.
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